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Safe Qutcome of the

by Felss-Eéry Cseresnyés Istvan, Cavalry Lieutenant

Budapest, 1901

Fencing and duelir

Felsé—Eéiry's treatise strives to give g

confusion, fear and urban legencis, to
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To benefit from his advices, we must first understanc
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Fencing and dueling - introductio

Felss- 61’y's treatise strives to give guidcmce to duelists haunted by
confusion, fear and urban 1egends, to avoid serious, common mistakes
and injuries. A rarely seen Qpproach, and an interesting insight for us.

To benefit from his advices, we must first understand the relevance of dueling
in fencing tggining and tournaments in general -
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Duels
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EMA tourname

- (ontinuous experimenting

Lack of 'standard’, 'techniccﬂly detailed' rule-sets, mosﬂy ‘combat style' -
| “only single touches (Assaut strategy, tactics, skill preferences often
chqnge; precise observation of rules is generaﬂy problemoﬁtic)

- No ‘standard’ understanding of the mechanics

V arious views on the 'Qppropriqte' Jrecl'l:niquc-‘:

« The profession’ of the REFEREE does not exist (yet)

No 'standard' c:tpprootch to actions, intervention and pencﬂties.

Unintentional ye’[ serious mistakes in the less obvious situations...

\
- Considerable risk of INJURIES
? Powerful, heavy weapons, protective gear issues..
Consequences:

- You must not be touched! - an utterly careful style of fencing
- We shall make strategy and tactics part of ‘the game’ - psychology
» Understanding the reality of dueling - and its (ir)relevance in fencing rules



- interesting matchings

« psychological traits, advices
- practical advices

@ duel-specific fencing

« sabre vocabulary
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Over-educated for duels - in different strategy and tactics!




5 o) Example: Tisza vs. Karolyi duel




- Rashness, furious attack or immoderate effort in the cuts
has no use.
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- A match of two good fencers or a good and a bad one, -
but men with alert souls - is usually awkwardly long.

then any fencer with the countenance described here
- can perfectly ensure advantage above him in a duel




If there is someone who has never seemed ridiculous,
reason is that we have never looked well enough... similar
the case of the manly courage too - Fear is a natural, useful
emotion... One may rule or serve it

A pergan may affect his oy ReTSes o), |
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Battling according to will and reason

Such an incident should not befall, that..
in one and the same duel one must have his arm amputated,
and the other the eye operated,

this is no other than grievous consequence of nerveless,
reckless countenance.

« Passion is what mosﬂy dominates a person in all his

deeds, and puts him into an abnormal, feverish state

. Overcoming passions is the essence of the sword duel's

safe outcome - otherwise one just gets slaughtered

- Your emotions should not be annihilated, but used in the right way...
.every one of them is good, if we are arbiters of them,
and all is bad if we become servants of them - tools...
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Courage is, what resists the sfronger.‘ -

- It takes much knowledge and forfi’ru

- RN

- sometimes with little skill and education in fencing ‘
. sometimes with more than little heroic patience! e

A person may affect his own nerves with his soul
ensures a calm opponent with his calm behavior,
evokes caution with open visage,

achieves mutual prudence with his own prudence,

which will result in calm struggle and beautiful outcome,
so that critical outcome is mostly excluded



just because we do not fear, we are not yet in courage, safety;

One ough’f to be smart and cunning as well...
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» The cautious compensate the lack of strength with cunning

« The coward only believe themselves secured, when the one

- We dare to state, that in duels, nervous people don't exist <R

they are afraid of, got annihilated.. the price doesn't ma ler

The most nervous person, who shivers while raisina'"
his hand to his hat, might become solid in a crlhccﬂ P
moment, even if he has never held a sword befd#e
- Now if one is nervous through fear, thus one is not nervous any more,
but frightened - Without controlling it, one either runs into his

opponent's Wweapon with closed eyes, Or involun’[arﬂy
retreats from it - This is what is going to summon the
reatest threat and judgment



Common Sense and Presence of Mind...
In 3 duel someone must, perforce, get injured,

 our actual goctl is to protect ourselves from all the dangerous cuts

e not by all means to come out victorious.

e (In a fencing tournament: The gocﬂ is to become champion... One
touch = one full duel.. TOURNAMENT STRATEGY - a different
kind of logic and psychology)

Presence of mind is essential for the success in both cases - only a
person in possession of courage, aplomb and fortitude may have it.

The results of the presence of mind manifest in

d

always Reeping the eyes open

- which does not mean that we should stare at the

‘ 0pponent with gazing eyes, in a parcﬂyzed manner,

but that, listening the most sharply, we shall know about every single
movement of our opponent.
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Examining the opponent - Conclusio

being occupied with one's own movement and internal calculations instead of the
opponent and the situation, is like having two opponents at once... Isn't one enough?

- Finding the right approach in a duel against any Rind of fencer,
and using the methods suitable for that opponent, - it is the non plus ultra

of composure, fortitude and determination.

- We not only have to Rnow others, first of all, we need our own personality...

insigh’t into human character and self—undersfanding make the real thinker,

who is smart instead of optimist, and righteous instead of misanthrope

- More than necessary physical power shall never be applied, in order to achieve success

The waste of power is a great mistake, as it is easﬂy followed by faﬁgue.

strive to bear down the stronger with skill and the more skillful with
strength and wit, delivering ourselves only to a fencer in every way
stronger in the mind and innervation, and more experienced alone, and
even then, only Jthrough a defense rather chaﬂenging for the opponent..
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we shall, with the \greatest dexterity, parry on
£

ripos’ce the cuts warde

. use short feints, ly in se d intention, to place the

opponen’[ in o defenceless P ition

. Not being surprised by the atta of the opponent, being

prepared for every possible things, diness to dodge in case of
3 swift attack, in one word: fighting with the greatest attention,
extraordinary liveliness of the soul and body.

i spirited fence
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Alas, sir, | cannot fence...

We can ctlrectdy see, that in a duel...

- fencing is indeed unavoidable in order to
defend ourselves,

- but in order to come out of a duel victorious, being
a virtuoso of fencing is not absolutely necessary.



Protect Your Arms!

- We can see in assauts, what precision is needed to protect the arms:

occc151onaﬂy even ’[hrough an appropriate parry, and dueto

the deflexion of the sword, we still sense the cut. \nes \.0\3('“
anot
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o This is the most sensitive part of the bo 39 ’[rough the injury of

which we expose ourselves to the most comphcated dcmgers,
such as bleeding to death, and in case of cutting the tendons,

“Wwe are never going to have a heal’rhy arm again.

e To o who has not been able to learn parrying to the
necessary level the most expedient is never to attempt to parry

the blows delivered to the arm, but odwctys to ciodge those
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The greatest skill in a duel is to Reep the right distance
With the righ’r usage of distance we may...

outfight our opponent without him
even being able to get close to us.

- The appropriate level of attention creates this

distance involun’fqrﬂy

. Lacking the sufficient skill power and experience, of
course one cannot take dean’rage of this, but at
least one will protect oneself better with it

Distance...
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Be constantly ready for'double-cuts in the duel

the difference is important from fencing point

of view, but in a duel only the outcome matters
1. simultaneous attack of the opponen’fs

2. parry-riposte (etc.) Qpphed quly against the attack

« most 'doubles' seen in assauts:

« There is no more dcmgerous manner of attack, than
starting off with full drive at the opponent, that only the
opponent's blade can - and will stop.

« When we attack, we shall alwqys be rectdy for a possible

counter-cut, in order to be able to instantly pull back our

blades Cll’ld pParry.

¢ One shall avoid the attacks connected with many feints, for

be it ever so fast, the opponent mosﬂy won't even parry
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* CO Jrcmﬂy provol;ing the opponent to attack

. seemihgly deliverix\% our uncovered body to him,
we shall, with the

riposte the cuts warde *gff
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%reatesf clex’rerify, parry and

e use short feints.,' "‘only in secend intention, to plctce the

opponent in a defenceless pasition

» Not being surprised by the attacR of the opponent, being
prepared for every possible things, readiness to dodge in case of
a swift attack, in one word: fighting with the greatest attention,
extraordinary liveliness of the soul and body.




Finally.. an other point of view

Even the most expert of duelists, as well as the better fencer,
can never be sure of going home alive...

'No matter how superior he may be, there is no fencer in the world
who can be absolutely sure of touching his adversary first.

IApO_l"t fl’Ol’Il ’rhe ]fl(]_ZO_l’CJ_ O_l’lCi 1L1Ck in one single pass Of
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arms, the explana’cion lies in the fact that "on the
ground” the element of courage may prove to be more
important than the element of skill - and you just
cannot know how courageous you are until the duel
starts.'

In Europe, [ had one exciting personal experience... [ was young..
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Today the non-fencer is inclined to associate fencing with dueling.

better fencer,

Finally . ar athar pomt of view.
“Even themast expert of duebsts, a5 well & the bette 3
can v be swe of going home alive’.
Moyl bew superiar be ruay e, hese i na feacer in e word
e whacan be sbsakitely sare of taartung s adwersany frst.
I|I

The former sees glamour in dueling, while the
latter knows it is only a grim business.
Furthermore, no one takes up fencing because
of dueling. True, the same Wweapons are used
in both. Yet, but for the technical foundations,
’rhey constitute two different worlds hqrcﬂy
compahble with each other. One is a world of

hate, courage and blood; the other, one of! ’qi——-ﬂ—' -

cour’tesy, courage O.Ild Sklﬂ.

Fencing is the art of touching your adversary without being touched, or of touchlng before bemg touche . .. |

Ina duel, a fencer is compelled to execute an ultra-careful form of fencing,
which, indeed, is an almost unworthy expression of the vast science he knows.
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- interesting matchings

« psychological traits, advices
- practical advices

@ duel-specific fencing
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« 1934 Aldo Nadi a
Wish You a great time, fun and development in the weekend!

Nagy‘ Krisztina
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