HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE

ISSUE

· U.S. High Schools spend little time on the history of Europe (with the exception of the 20th century) and even less time teaching the history of Medieval and Renaissance Europe
· Even at the University level in the U.S., unless someone majors in history, there is almost no exposure to the history of Medieval and Renaissance Europe
· Unfortunately, this leads to historical illiteracy concerning the time period when the weapons and fighting techniques of Historical European Martial Arts were used
· This further leads to many myths and misconceptions concerning these fighting arts which, unfortunately, still persist:
· Europeans had no fighting arts
· European fighting arts, if they existed, were “inferior” to Eastern fighting arts
· Europeans did not have fighting schools, fightmasters or fight books
· Further, the lack of historical foundation leads to teachers and students being unable to answer questions which may occur at HEMA demonstrations or even in class:
· Did Japanese and Europeans ever meet during the Middle Ages/Renaissance?  If so, what happened?
· Why didn’t Europeans ever use Japanese swords?  Is it because Japanese swords were so much better and Europeans too stupid to know how to make them?
· Did knights and men-at-arms have a code of behavior similar to Bushido?  Why haven’t I heard about it?
· Given that the U.S. is an extension of European culture, this is a problem that practitioners and teachers of HEMA need to address
· Teaching only the physical components of HEMA and ignoring the rich history of the countries and time-periods from where HEMA came does a disservice to the HEMA community at large and HEMA students in particular
· HEMA students and teachers are “ambassadors” of HEMA to the world and need to address misconceptions and answer questions from the curious


POSSIBLE SOLUTION

· Make a component of HEMA training the study of the history of the Middle Ages and Renaissance
· Before any high ranking can be achieved, make certain students are familiar with at least the basics of the history of Europe, both Eastern and Western, from 1100-1700
· Failure to attain such knowledge will result in the denial of ranking







LANGUAGE

ISSUE

· Americans generally are monolingual.  There are exceptions, of course.  A significant percentage of the U.S. population speaks Latin American Spanish to some degree, especially in the Southern states, California and Nevada.  This has created Spanish-speaking enclaves in the U.S. which are likely to continue because of the close proximity to home countries and the advancement of telecommunications/internet (ex – Spanish language TV broadcasts are easily available for free and even SIRIUS Satellite radio offers several Spanish language programs as part of their lineup.  By comparison, other languages for TV broadcasts such as Russian, Arabic or Mandarin Chinese are usually limited to one channel and are only available for a fee)
· Further, recent immigrants to the U.S. retain their native language while learning English.  However, if past trends continue, by the 2nd generation, such bilingualism is lost
· Also, there is now a trend among some secondary school systems in the U.S. to immerse children in critical languages (ex.: Russian, Spanish, Arabic, Mandarin Chinese).  However, these programs are not widespread
· Most Americans who do acquire secondary language proficiency later in life (after 18) do so because of either personal or work related reasons
· Personal issues include marrying an individual from a foreign country
· Work issues include getting a “bonus” to learn another language from an employer or joining the military or government service (ex – CIA, Department of State, NSA) where learning a secondary language is mandatory
· Most Europeans, however, are at least bilingual from an early age (with English being the most popular second language).  Europeans able to speak multiple languages is also not uncommon.  There exist many historical and educational reasons for this beyond the scope of this presentation
· Monolingualism leads to the issue of not being able to read the fight books in their original language
· This is not, of course, a strictly American issue
· Some fight books were written in Latin which is, of course, no longer used so even speakers of contemporary European languages cannot read such fight books without special training
· Given the time period in which the fight books were written (1100-1700), the language is an archaic variant of the current, modern language (ex. – Medieval German is significantly different from Modern Standard German) so once again special training is needed
· Even among scholars of these languages, differences exist in the translation of the languages to contemporary language
· However, the central issue which does affect Americans more than Europeans is that because most American HEMA practitioners do not have a grounding in a contemporary European language, they sometimes cannot appreciate the intricacies of translating such fight books or the necessity of careful study of such fight books using multiple sources
· Ex – once again to use German as an example.  While it is unreasonable for a speaker of contemporary German to understand Medieval German, especially if a speaker acquired German as a second language, it is generally accepted that a speaker of German will have a greater understanding of the Medieval variant and the necessity of analyzing a fechtbuch with an understanding of the Medieval variant.


POSSIBLE SOLUTION

· Unfortunately, it is unreasonable to ask a student to become fluent in another language as part of HEMA activities.  It is even more unreasonable to ask that a student study the Medieval or obsolete version of a language (such the languages of the fight books)
· However, there is no reason why classes cannot be conducted, as much as reasonably possible, in one of the languages, either contemporary or otherwise, of Europe
· An example is that taekwondo students, when taught at a traditional dojang, are required to learn how to count to 100 in Korean and learn the Korean names for all the techniques and judging parameters (ex: saying “ahp-chag-hee” for front kick rather than “front kick”)
· This preserves the “Korean” flavor of taekwondo and provides students with a link to taekwondo’s birthplace
· The same is true for judo students in regards to Japanese
· Requiring students to count in German from 1-100 and keeping the German names as the source material for descriptions of techniques (ex: using the term “zwerchau” instead of “horizontal cut”) is an acceptable method to ground students in at least some German and keep the foundations of the these arts based on their European sources






















THE FANTASY ELEMENT

ISSUE

· It should not be a surprise that many prospective students are drawn to HEMA from fantasy writings.  Most people initially encounter swords and swordsmanship from fantasy writings than from historical writings
· Fantasy is at an all-time popularity in the United States
· The Lord of the Rings is still a best-selling book year after year
· The Lord of the Rings movies grossed billions of dollars worldwide
· The Hobbit trilogy is on its second film and has already grossed over a billion dollars
· Games such as Warhammer and World of Conan are very popular MMRPG’s
· Game of Thrones (from the George R.R. Martin novels A Song of Ice and Fire) is one of the most popular series ever on HBO, a premium cable channel
· There exist fight clubs that “train” enthusiasts to fight with the “bath-leth,” a weapon used by the fictional Klingons of the Star Trek universe
· There exist “Jedi Academies” to train would-be Jedi Knights in light-saber fighting
· There is no doubt that fantasy literature increases interest in sword arts and HEMA
· Unfortunately, the “down side” to this is that the misconceptions that emerge from fantasy literature regarding combat carry over into the real world
· Many times students are shocked by the actual physical discipline required for HEMA
· First-time students who approach HEMA from a fantasy background are sometimes confused as to the reality of weapons (ex – there is a reason that swords are considered a better weapon for combat than axes) and the necessity of armor (getting hit is always a possibility and getting hit without armor can  really be a game-changer)
· Some students will never be able to accept the realities of fighting with a sword or HEMA weapon vs. the fantasy of fighting


POSSIBLE SOLUTION

· Inquire into the background of new students – why are they coming to HEMA and what do they expect to learn?
· If a prospective student states that he is interested in fantasy/SF literature/movies, etc., there is no reason to be rude or harsh to the prospective student.  However, it is important that the student be told as soon as reasonably possible that the realities of HEMA combat are far different from the way combat is portrayed in fantasy literature
· Accept that fantasy enthusiasts can be drawn to HEMA, but not wish to stay in HEMA activities after they discovery the physical and mental disciplines involved
· Do not belittle a person’s interest in SF or Fantasy as a basis for interest in HEMA





HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURE

ISSUE

· The battlefields and places of combat where the weapons of Medieval and Renaissance Europe were used are far more accessible to Europeans than Americans
· Given the rich history of the continent as well as the consistency of conflict throughout the Medieval and Renaissance periods, there are many locations throughout Europe, both Eastern and Western, where the actual battlefield sites can be found
· Further, there are thousands of surviving examples of Medieval and Renaissance architecture in Europe (ex – castles, fortresses, marketplaces, churches) that survive and are in good condition
· This gives Europeans a great opportunity not only to connect with their own history, but certainly with the history of Medieval and Renaissance times
· Americans do not have this luxury.  In the author’s home state of Texas, one of the oldest surviving “fortresses” is the Alamo and that structure was built long after the introduction of guns and the decline of Renaissance siege weapons. The Alamo is one of the oldest European structures in North America.  Americans generally have no way of finding physical structures which can help “define” how Medieval weapons were used in battles within the United States
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In America, it is possible to find “Renaissance Faires” or theme restaurants which attempt to re-create the Medieval or Renaissance environment, but this is done in a pseudo-historical or outright fantasy setting which does not help to educate people as to the realities of Medieval/Renaissance architecture
· As with the issue with language, this can create a disconnect between American HEMA practitioners and their European counterparts

POSSIBLE SOLUTION

· As with the Fantasy component discussed earlier, Renaissance Faires and the like give American students a chance to at least become acquainted with European architecture
· Renaissance Faires and the like can provide a “funnel” to prospective students of HEMA to discover HEMA
· Prospective students should be taught that it is important to at least “virtually tour” European cities through the Internet and the like to get a feel for the places where the weapons and techniques of HEMA were actually used
· As with the Fantasy component, prospective students should not be belittled for discovering HEMA through Renaissance Faires and the like

AND

· After getting involved with HEMA, it should encourage American students to visit Europe!
